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The IDrF Medico-legal Committee and members of the LCA  met with the directors of  Premex.  The meeting consisted of a presentation by the Premex team, and their reasons why they have decided  that there will be  a  15% levy and administrative costs on our work in writing  medical reports, and then a question and answer session.
This was an in person  meeting at Lettsom House. It was clear to all the IDrF team  from both the talk and discussion which followed that Premex (which is run by Examworks) plans to maintain  their  10% profit, and can only do so if they impose this levy. This levy will be on the experts and will not increase the fees submitted to solicitors and the court.

Premex explained to us:
'We would be unable to provide the vital services we do to injured claimants and their lawyers in the way we do today, based on the notion of the uplift awarded in the JXX case. 
Those vital services include ensuring medical experts are paid in full and as soon as possible (within 60 days as you state below) whilst waiting up to three years to be paid ourselves with no certainty of recovery.  There is an extensive list of other things we discussed in addition to the commercial arrangement, such as the collation of records and info security and data storage costs, maintain the extensive expert panel, sales and marketing and so on.  The profit figures discussed were indicative and to make the point that the costs of all these services are real, and businesses simply can’t provide services at this scale unless there is a reasonable profit; a secondary point'.

Our thoughts:
1. We remain  uncertain  what   these administrative duties  and the   15% levy  cover, and it would be important that Premex provide us with  further clarification.
1. We   advise our members that when you are met with a 15% levy  that you  then request an individual Invoice for clarification of  which administrative duties have been undertaken and over what time period. (Talk to your accountant).
1. Whilst  it is highly unlikely to be necessary given Premex payment terms (within  30-60 days),  we would like to   request from  Premex that if  a cost judge or legal partner consider costs should be kept or returned that this 15% fee would be waived or returned to the individual expert.
1. Premex will be starting this levy now , so we advise individual members to decide how they will proceed. Premex have assured us that the overall fee to the court is not increased, and that if the judgement is reversed at appeal that the Levy will be  removed.
 
Nick Morris FRCOG MEWI
Chair of the Medico Legal Committee.
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